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Foundation of the Program

Upper School programming in the area of ELA/Social Studies/Humanities must be founded on attributes that challenge all students and close achievement gaps for students. 

To meet these goals, Upper School programming must be coherent both vertically and horizontally, with clearly articulated content and skills, in order to support student success throughout the grades 6-12 pathway.  Programming must be coherent:

· From grade to grade

· Across disciplines

· Across campuses

Programming must be designed to include the ELA and social studies content standards and skills outlined in the district 6-12 pathway. These content standards and skills will be based on the Common Core and the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. 

The ELA/Social Studies/Humanities programs must be supported by professional development in reading and writing in all content areas, for all upper school teachers.
Goals for Students

Programming in this area must accomplish the following goals for students: 

1) Develop students’ ability to read and write critically with confidence and apply strategies to challenging texts (non-fiction and fiction)
2) Develop students as independent learners and critical thinkers, able to synthesize learning from different subject areas

3) Develop students as researchers, strong writers, and public speakers
4) Develop students’ self-identities as readers, writers, and historians 
5) Allow students to see themselves and others in the curriculum (culturally relevant)

6) Engage students as active members of a community of learners through whole class, small group, and individual instruction
7) Engage students as active citizens in work linked to both the school and larger local and global communities 
8) Provide students with opportunities to publicly present work to authentic audiences 
9) Ensure students develop deep relationships and are well known by adults 
Attributes of Excellence for the Academic Program
CPS faculty and administrators—including approximately 30 educators with expertise in this area and serving students in grades 6-9—have identified the following as attributes of excellent programming in ELA/Social Studies/Humanities:

· Consistent dedicated time for learning in ELA/Social Studies/Humanities

· Consistent dedicated time for interdisciplinary study and projects that allow students to pursue topics in depth

· An ELA/Humanities program that has enough instructional time for the rigorous study of ELA, an effective writing program, and an effective independent reading program 
· Program to include writing, reading, critical thinking, literary analysis across genres, expository writing, vocabulary and concept development

· A Social Studies/Humanities program that has enough instructional time for the rigorous study of history and social studies, developing a foundation of knowledge students can apply to historical situations; current events; their local, national, and global communities; and to their lives
· Program to include explicit teaching of content reading and writing skills that support the reading of primary and secondary sources, maps, texts, images, and artifacts

 

· Opportunities to conduct rigorous research through online and print media and produce research papers and projects
· Opportunities for in-depth study, deep and purposeful learning, and making connections across disciplines

· Opportunities for project-based, “real world,” and collaborative learning

· Consistent grade-level exhibitions of mastery that students look forward to completing and that provide evidence of understanding and growth as learners, such as portfolio presentations

· Opportunities to showcase student learning through presentations to authentic public audiences, in addition to family and school community audiences

· Opportunities for intervention, remediation, and acceleration   
· Common authentic assessments in all content areas for all students in the Upper School Program
· Instruction that is driven by a wide variety of data, with instructional decisions based on student needs  
· Opportunities for students to develop deep relationships and be well known by adults 

Next Steps: Process for Developing the Upper School Program

These guidelines will be forwarded to the Curriculum Coordinators of ELA and Social Studies, who are leading the design teams developing curriculum in the areas of ELA/Humanities and Social Studies/Humanities for the Upper School Program.  These design teams will use this guidelines document as a foundation to address the following questions: 

· What is the programming—i.e. content, skills, experiences, and assessments—that best supports these academic program attributes and the academic, social, and emotional growth goals for our students?  

· What are the instructional practices and units of study that best support these academic program attributes and student goals?  

· What are the educational structures that best support these academic program attributes and student goals?

The curriculum design teams, which include middle grades teachers of all campuses, will examine the ways in which, and the degree to which, specific instructional practices and structures support these program goals.  For example, these teams will examine the strength of structures such as separate social studies and ELA classes, integrated humanities classes, extended interdisciplinary blocks, and team teaching structures. Findings about the relationship between structures, instructional practices, curriculum, and outcomes for students will be an essential part of the work the design teams will bring forward for review by the Superintendent and the Instructional Team.   
If You Have Feedback:  The Superintendent, Cabinet, and Coordinators welcome your feedback to this guidelines document and planned next steps.  If you have comments or suggestions to submit for consideration, please write to us at planning@cpsd.us.   
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